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STATE UPDATES

East Texas Rare Bat Working Group

On February 23, 2006 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) hosted the first annual East Texas Rare Bat Working Group meeting at Stephen F. Austin State University, Arthur Temple College of Forestry.  The intended purpose of the meeting was to gather interested partners in East Texas to talk about the status of our 2 East Texas rare bats, Rafinesque's big-eared bat and Southeastern myotis, and how we could all work together towards the conservation, research and monitoring of the 2 species.  

Forty-one people were in attendance from the following organizations: TPWD (7), US Forest Service (8), US Fish and Wildlife Service (5), Texas Forest Service (1), The Nature Conservancy (1), Stephen F. Austin State University (5), Texas A&M University system (2), National Park Service (1), Jesse Jones Nature Park Houston (1), Maberry Centre Bat Homes (2), Sierra Club (1), private landowners (3).  We had 4 out-of-state guests:  1 from Fort Polk Army Installation in Louisiana, 1 from the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, 1 graduate student from Virginia and the SE Bat Conservation Director from North Carolina.  

We were lucky to have Mary Kay Clark in to help us with the meeting.  Mary Kay is the Southeastern Bat Conservation Director, a partnership between the Southeastern Bat Diversity Network and North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.  We were also happy to have Alison Sherman in from the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science and the Mississippi Bat Working Group to fill us in on what is going on with these 2 rare bats in Mississippi.  
Participants interested in becoming more involved with the working group decided to meet again in June.  At this meeting we will decide how our working group will proceed and what our next plan on action will be.  Additional training such as how to monitor known roost sites as well as conduct bat surveys will be provided at this meeting.  
An optional field trip was held on Friday, February 24th to view Southeastern myotis bat habitat at the USFS Southern Research Station Experimental Forest near Nacogdoches, and then onto the Aldridge Saw Mill in Angelina National Forest near Jasper where a maternity colony of Rafinesque's big-eared bats roosts in the summer months.  Here we also observed the artificial tree roosts that the US Forest Service installed for the Rafinesque's big-eared bat.  We also observed a highway culvert near Jasper where both rare bat species have been found in the summer months.  Thirteen people attended the field trip.

We look forward to working with more partners in the effort to research, monitor, and conserve these East Texas rare bat species.  If you would like to participate in the upcoming June meeting and be a part of the working group, please contact Meg and I will send you more information.

We also hope to form regional bat working groups such as this one in other areas of the state.  Please contact Meg if you have any ideas or interests for these smaller working groups.  
Texas Bat Viewing Site Forum
Texas is home to some of the largest Mexican free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) colonies in North America.  Many of these sites have become popular tourist destinations as the bats emerge in awe-inspiring numbers each summer.  Attached is a list of all the different places you can see bat emergences in Texas.  Soon, thanks to the efforts of the Texas Bat Viewing Site Forum there will be a free map/guidebook of all of the sites available for distribution and on TPWD’s website.  
The Texas Bat Viewing Site Forum was formed in January 2005 under the leadership of TPWD.  This forum gathered staff from all of the Mexican free-tailed bat viewing sites in Texas for a meeting and planning session at LBJ State Park in Stonewall. Items for discussion at this meeting included: bat watching etiquette, a standardized bat emergence data form, and interpretive materials. The following organizations participated: TPWD, Bat Conservation International (BCI), The Devil’s Sinkhole Society, The Nature Conservancy, and Hill Country Adventures.   
In January 2006, the second annual Texas Bat Viewing Site Forum was held at LBJ State Park.  Eighteen people were in attendance from the following organizations: TPWD (9), BCI (3), Hill Country Adventures (1), The Devil’s Sinkhole Society (2), Lone Star Riverboats (1), Bamberger’s Ranch (2),  Some of the things discussed at this meeting included: a review of the past bat season by each veiwing site, review of the Texas Bat Viewing Site study (the emergence data taken at each site initiated last year), initiation of new studies such as the trophic communities of bat guano (Andy Moore for Barbara French at BCI), bat viewing as nature tourism (Shelly Plante, TPWD), bat viewing site map (Amy Sugeno, TPWD), and interpretive skills and needs (James Rice, TPWD).  
Interpretive and training needs are being fulfilled by providing materials for each site such as taxidermic bats and bat skeletons, new signage when possible at the viewing sites, and training opportunities though various workshops.  
Bats and Bridges
Three of our Texas bat viewing sites are located under bridges:  Congress Avenue in Austin, McNeil Bridge in Round Rock and Waugh Drive Bridge in Houston.  Be sure and check out this issue’s “Article of Interest” at the end of the newsletter for more information on the Waugh Drive Bridge.

Many bridges provide great bat roosting habitat and in 1994 BCI along with the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) set out to understand why.  The end result was a BCI publication called “Bats in American Bridges” which can be found on their website at www.batcon.org under “Conservation Programs” then “Bats in Bridges” then “Resources”.   The study indicated that certain bridge designs, especially the box beam style where crevices span the length of the bridge often make great bat roosting habitat for some species such as the Mexican free-tailed bat among others.   The study also investigated how the presence of bats in a bridge or culvert affects public safety, workman safety, water quality if applicable, structural integrity, and the welfare of the bats.  Results indicate that in all cases when properly managed there were no adverse impacts.  Furthermore, the bats did not compromise the structural integrity of the bridge nor alter water quality when the roost was located over a body of water, such as the case with the Congress Avenue Bridge.  

After participating in this study, TXDOT bridge engineer, Mark Bloschock, has designed and encourages his department to design bridges that are bat friendly when appropriate.  Mark estimates that 30 new bat friendly bridges are built each year in Texas.  Stay tuned for an upcoming “Article of Interest” by Mark Bloschock on Texas Bats and Bridges in a future newsletter.
If a bridge cannot be designed to be bat friendly from the start then there are some modifications that can be made, such as installing an artificial bridge lodge that will still make the bridge suitable for bats.  Marvin Maberry of Maberry Centre Bat Homes in Dangerfield, Texas (www.maberrybat.com) has been making artificial bat roosts for 15 years now and his bridge lodges have been utilized to make many bridges across the U.S bat friendly. 
Most recently, in Texas his artificial bridge lodges were placed under the San Gabriel River Bridge on the future State Highway 130 in Williamson County, northeast of Georgetown.  State Highway 130 developer Lone Star Infrastructure and BCI teamed up to install the lodges which have enough room to provide homes for up to 40,000 bats.  A press release and media day were scheduled to highlight the installation of these new roosts.  Mark Bloschock of TXDOT was present at this media day and was quoted as saying “Many years ago we would have had a gathering such as this to discuss how to get rid of the bats but now thanks to years of hard work and education we are able to have a gathering to promote the importance of bats and to provide habitat”.  
A similar project is in the works in the Fort Worth area over the Trinity River and more information on that developing project will be provided in the next newsletter.

TPWD is still trying to build a “Bats and Bridges” database so that we can have a central location with updated information for all to use.  We need your help.  If you come across bats roosting in a bridge please contact Meg with the following information:


Location of bridge including GPS coordinates if known

Description of bridge- dimensions and roost location

Description of surrounding area (i.e. urban, rural, agricultural, presence of body of water)


Threats to the roost- (i.e. potential for flooding, accessible by people from below)

Types of bats (if known)


Emergence time (if known)

When are bats present (i.e. summer, year round??)
Bats in Buildings

It’s that time of year again when the Mexican free-tailed bats are migrating back to Texas and occasionally take up residence in people’s home and other buildings.  There is an easy way to deal with this issue and that is to fit the openings used by bats to exit the building with a valve, generally a simple smooth tube or netting through which bats are able to exit but not re-enter the building. Valves should be left in place for one week to make certain all bats have gotten out, and then openings can be permanently sealed shut.  This should never been done in the months May-August as flightless young may be present.   These guidelines can be found on BCI’s website at www.batcon.org under “Quick Links” and “Bats in Your Home”.  A list of professional bat excluders are also listed there by city in case the problem is too big for you to handle on your own.  

Welcome BCI’s new Artificial Roost Coordinator
Bat Conservation International has a new artificial roost coordinator.  Please welcome Mylea Bayless.  Below is her bio and contact information. 
Mylea, a native of Colorado, earned both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Wildlife Biology at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Mylea was raised with biology: her father worked for the National Park Service and included both his children in his career. She spent summers volunteering at Dinosaur National Monument, where she held her first bats in her early teenage years.

She spent the first seven years of her career as a wildlife biologist (research associate) at Colorado State University, Humboldt State University and the University of Minnesota. Before joining Bat Conservation International, Mylea worked for the Arizona Game and Fish Department, researching the response of bats and other wildlife to forest restoration.

Since starting with BCI in March, Mylea has already begun working with partners to re-evaluate past efforts and redefine future projects. She will be building on past successes to develop a new program that will incorporate the most dynamic components of BCI’s previous Bat House, Bats in Bridges, and Bats in Buildings programs.
She can be reached at mbayless@batcon.org or 512-327-9721.  
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL UPDATES

Bats and Wind Power

Audubon California and the American Wind Energy Association held a conference on how to reduce the impacts of wind power on birds and bats in Los Angeles, California on January 10-11, 2006.  The proceedings, presentations, handouts and other materials from this meeting can be found at 

http://www.audubon-ca.org/wind.htm.  
Western Bat Working Group

The Western Bat Working Group is a coalition of agencies, organizations and individuals interested in bat research, management, and conservation from 13 western states and the provinces of British Columbia and Alberta.  They are having a membership drive.  If you are interested in becoming a member, it is free and you can sign up at www.wbwg.org.  They also have a list-serve you can sign up for and all kinds of other great information on their website.

Each state and province has a representative that participates on bi-monthly conference calls. Meg Goodman, TPWD bat biologist, is the state representative for Texas.  If you ever have anything to address or would like to see a summary of what is discussed on these phone calls, please contact Meg.
Southeastern Bat Diversity Network

The Southeastern Bat Diversity Network is comprised of bat biologists, land managers and others interested in the conservation of bats that occur in the 16 southeastern United States.  Membership dues for this working group are $20 with a discount of $10 for students.  You can find out more information about bat events and other happenings in the southeastern U.S. by visiting their website at www.sbdn.org. 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
NABCP Conservation Fund

Since 1998 the NABCP Conservation Fund has supported priority bat projects across North America. All funds so far have been privately raised by Bat Conservation International, facilitating millions of dollars in bat work. Funding is for North American projects only. Grants are annual, and projects must be started in the calendar year following the November application deadline.   Funding may be full or partial, with most awards in the $1,000 to $5,000 range. Projects directly supporting student research are not eligible for this program and should be directed to BCI’s Scholarship Fund.   

Deadline for submission of applications is 15 November, 2006.  For more information, please visit www.batcon.org then follow the links to “BCI Grants” and then “NABCP Funds”.
BCI Student Scholarships
Each year, BCI sponsors students in conducting conservation-relevant research. Lack of knowledge about bat ecology and behavior is one of the greatest impediments to bat conservation progress. The goal of this program is to support exceptionally talented students in research initiatives that will contribute new knowledge essential to conserving bats and the ecosystems they serve. To this end, BCI has set aside a minimum of $40,000 annually for its student scholarship fund. This year the maximum individual award limit has been increased to $5,000.   It is hoped that these funds will create opportunities for matching grants from other conservation organizations, government agencies, and private foundations. Deadline for submission of applications is 15 December, 2006.  For more information on this scholarship program, please visit www.batcon.org  and then follow the links to “BCI Grants” then “Student Research Scholarships”.  
UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS
Southeastern Bat Diversity Network 2006 Bat Blitz
The USDA Forest Service is hosting the 2006 Southeastern Bat Diversity Network Bat Blitz on August 6-10 in the mountains of South Carolina.  In case you are not familiar with the Bat Blitz concept, it is a coordinated, intensive effort by regional bat biologists to document the bat community of a particular area during a short time period.  It also serves as a training opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students and state and federal agency personnel.  Participants are put on teams consisting of a team leader and 3-4 team members.

The base camp this year will be at Camp Chatuga near Mountain Rest, South Carolina (http://www.campchatuga.com).  If you are interested in participating or would like more information you can contact Susan Loeb at 864-656-4865 or sloeb@fs.fed.us.
36th Annual North American Symposium on Bat Research
Mark your calendars for the 36th Annual North American Symposium on Bat Research to be held October 18-21, 2006 in Wilmington, North Carolina.  General information is provided below and more information will be available soon at www.nasbr.com.  If you need any information before then you can contact Mary Kay Clark, the coordinator of this year’s meeting, at mary.k.clark@earthlink.net.

General Information:

All activities for the upcoming meeting will be held at the Hilton Riverside Wilmington (http://www.wilmingtonhilton.com) at 301 North Water Street.  The hotel-convention center is a short stroll from the largest historic districts listed in the National Register of Historic Places and is located on the shore of the beautiful Cape Fear River (www.cape-fear.nc.us).  This port city (www.insiders.com/wilmington) is only minutes away from miles of white sandy beaches.   Antebellum mansions surround the historic business district and cobblestone streets lead to a wide variety of restaurants and coffee shops all within a short walk of the symposium center.  Fresh local seafood is featured in many of the eateries that line the waterfront.  The historic downtown area is also well-known for its club scene.  

A boardwalk along the riverfront encourages meandering and offers some nice spots to sit and sip your pre-meeting coffee and to commune with your colleagues in a quiet and peaceful setting.  North Carolina (www.visitnc.com) is at its best in October, the weather (wunderground.com/US/NC/Wilmington.html) is generally exceptional this time of year.  Temperatures range from crisp at night to warm and toasty during the day and humidity is low.  The locals sport shorts and sandals well into fall and winter, but you’ll need to pack a sweater along with your shorts.   The area is family-friendly and the state is diverse and spectacular.  Bring the family and plan a trip before or after the meeting to explore the coast, piedmont or even the mountains for fall color.  

Accommodations:

We have negotiated with the Hilton Wilmington Riverside for extremely reasonable room rates for NASBR attendees, $89 (plus taxes and fees) for single and double occupancy.   (There is a ten dollar charge for each guest beyond double occupancy.)  All rooms overlook the Cape Fear River.    Participants must make their own room reservations by one of the following means: reserve online at www.hilton.com, call 1-800-HILTONS or the Wilmington Hilton Riverside’s direct number, 910-763-5900.   Be sure to mention the conference to get the special rates.

Travel and Transportation:

Wilmington International Airport (www.airport-wilmington.com) is served by Delta Airlines, Midway & Corporate
Airlines, United Express, and US Airways.  The airport is only a short 5-10 minute drive from the Hilton Riverside.  The Hilton Riverside provides free shuttle service for guests.  

For those driving, Interstate 40 runs directly into the city.  Exit from I-40 onto Hwy. 17-74 and follow Market Street into the historic district.  The hotel is located at 301 North Water Street.  
HELP WANTED
Field Assistant Needed in Central Texas:  Summer 2006

Location: Central Texas (near Austin)

Contact: Louise Allen, Boston University
Project Title: Ecology of Rabies in Brazilian Free-tailed Bats

Description: We are looking for an undergraduate student to assist with field work for a minimum of 10 weeks in south-central Texas (from early-June until mid-August). Responsibilities include, but not limited to, capturing and handling bats, blood collection and data entry.  The student will be taught how to safely capture and handle both non-flying (pups) and flying (adult) bats, take morphological measurements, draw blood, and administer injections.  Research will be conducted at both natural roosts (caves) and human-made roosts (bridges).  The goal of this study is to examine the ecological influences on rabies infections in bats. Additionally, this project aims to investigate the affects of stress on immune system function in wild bats and their ability to resist disease (rabies). This field season the project will examine mother-pup pairs to examine the transfer and development of immunity and vertical transmission of rabies (i.e. from mother to pup).  Furthermore, reproductive success, as measured by birth size and postnatal growth rates of pups, will be compared at two different sites.

Qualifications: Previous experience handling bats is a plus, but not required.  Ability to interact with public is also a plus (some of the colonies are tourist attractions). Applicants must be mature, physical fit, and willing to work during the night.  Additional hazards include: extreme heat, fire ants, feral pigs, mosquitoes and traffic.  Work hours are long with few days off.  The applicant who is selected to participate in this project will need to be immunized against rabies, by taking a series of three (relatively painless) injections in the upper arm (vaccination costs will be covered if necessary).  Housing is provided.  Possible funding may be available for qualified applicants.  

If you would like more information, please contact me at allenlou@bu.edu

Applicants must submit a cover letter, resume and three references.  Applicants will be chosen by interview.

Thank you for your interest,  

Louise Allen
Field Assistant Needed in Central Texas:  Summer 2006
Location:  Central Texas 

Contact:  Dr. Gary McCracken and Kim Kennard, University of Tennessee at Knoxville
Project Title:  Texas Bats and Agriculture Project (Agrobats)

Dr. Gary McCracken and Kim Kennard are looking for a field assistant to assist on the Texas Bats and Agriculture project in central Texas from mid-May to early August.  They will pay salary, travel and living expenses.  For more information, please contact them at gmccrack@utk.edu or kkennard@utk.edu.  
Student or Researcher needed at Carlsbad Caverns National Park

Carlsbad Caverns National Park is interested in finding a student or researcher who would like to study the effects of noise on the outflight of the Brazilian free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis). If someone is interested in helping us study this, we are willing to apply for funding through the park's Adopt a Bat program (which could partially or fully fund the study, dependent on cost).  We have ideas of how the study could be undertaken and incorporated into the interpretive programs that are presented each night during the bat outflight.  If you or anyone you know may be interested in this, please contact Danielle Foster, biologist at the park.  They don’t know if there is time to get something set up this year, but it would be great if they could.

Contact:  Danielle Foster, Biologist at Carlsbad Caverns NP

Danielle_Foster@nps.gov         505-785-3100

ARTICLE OF INTEREST
HOUSTON BATS ALONG THE BAYOU PROJECT

Diana Foss, TPWD Urban Biologist- Houston 

Houston residents and visitors now have a new place to go ‘batty’ about – the Waugh Drive Bridge Bat Colony.  The bats have recently appeared in newspaper, television, and magazine articles, including an upcoming article in Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine. The bats’ celebrity status is primarily due to the efforts of Joe Turner, the new Director of the City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department and his staff, as well as community volunteers.  Turner is a trained Texas Master Naturalist, as well as a lifelong fan of bats.  He cycles on the bike trail along Buffalo Bayou, which is where he learned about the bats residing in the crevices of Waugh Drive Bridge.  He contacted several organizations in his quest to garner support for the bats, including Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. in Houston.  The organizations and agencies are working together as a team to monitor the bats and insure their protection, while encouraging public viewing of the bats’ amazing emergence.

Since the summer of 2005, volunteer members of the Houston Bat Project Team monitor the Waugh Drive Bat Colony at least four days each month.  These extremely dedicated volunteers “count” (estimate numbers of) bats in the bridge crevices, as well as conduct emergence observations each month.  Team members also host a question and answer “Public Night” on the third Friday evening of every month at Waugh Drive Bridge.  The team consists of approximately 40 volunteers from:  three local Texas Master Naturalist chapters, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department staff, Houston Parks and Recreation staff, Houston Zoo staff, Bayou Preservation Association, Buffalo Bayou Partnership, The Park People, and interested individuals from the general public.  In addition to Waugh Drive Bridge, the Team is currently investigating and will be monitoring several other bridges in the Houston area that have resident or migratory bat colonies.  To date, six additional bridges over three bayous in Houston are known to have bat colonies, with more reports arriving monthly.

Waugh Drive Bridge looks like a smaller version of the Congress Avenue Bridge in Austin.  The bridge sits low over Buffalo Bayou, less than 10 miles from Downtown Houston, between Memorial Drive and Allen Parkway.  Vegetation lines the bayou banks, providing shelter from the elements, as well as a source of insect prey.  Based on eyewitness accounts, the Mexican free-tailed bats probably began residing in Waugh Drive Bridge back in 1994.  In 2000, the bat population was estimated to be 250,000 bats.  The population fluctuates through the seasons; however a large population of bats remains active in the bridge through the winter months.  On warm evenings, even in December, January, and February, “clouds” of bats can be seen emerging at sunset.  The bats emerge on the east side of the bridge and usually fly east along Buffalo Bayou until they disperse.  The inspiring emergence has been attracting often large numbers of visitors to the bridge.  New directional signs are now in place and seating is being arranged.  The Team volunteers will continue to keep watch at the bridge, hoping to observe young bats and assist visitors wishing to learn more about the bats.  For more information about the bats, check the Buffalo Bayou Partnership website (www.buffalobayou.org) or contact Diana Foss, Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., 281-456-7029.
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